
 
 
 
 
 
Dresdner Sinfoniker 
 
 
Seit über 25 Jahren widmen sich die Dresdner Sinfoniker mit unbändiger Experimentierlust 
diesem einen Moment, in dem Musik entsteht. Hören wir nur flüchtig zu, werden Töne 
schnell zu Vergangenheit, hinterlassen keine Spuren. Fesselt uns Musik, schärfen sich unsere 
Sinne, wird der Moment groß. Die Dresdner Sinfoniker fokussieren auf lebendige Geschichten 
– aber anders, als von einem Sinfonieorchester erwartet – fantastisch in der Vision, 
unerwartet im Format, menschlich in der Grundhaltung, politisch relevant im Anspruch.  
 
Die Projekte dieses Ensembles, für die sich immer wieder aufs Neue die besten europäischen 
Musiker*innen zusammenfinden, sind Gesamtpakete. Um nicht zu sagen fluide 
multimediale Gesamtkunstwerke zwischen engagiertem Musiktheater und technologischer 
High-End-Performance in geschliffener musikalischer Präzision und globaler 
Zusammenarbeit. Die Neugier auf die Welt und ihre Menschen ist dabei Grundantrieb. So 
widmetesich Hasretim 2010 der traditionellen Musik Anatoliens oder stellte I EXIST – nach 
Rajasthan 2018 eine Verbindung zu Romni-Musiker*innen her.  
 
Die Dresdner Sinfoniker setzen auf Begegnung und Dialog. Auch wenn das die weltweiten 
Krisen und Konflikte nicht lösen wird, so ist Verständigung das, was uns Hoffnung auf eine 
gute Zukunft gibt. So feiern die Dresdner Sinfoniker 2017 gemeinsam mit mexikanischen und 
US-amerikanischen Künstlerinnen und Künstlern an der Mauer bei Tijuana ein Festival gegen 
Abschottung und Intoleranz, für freie Entfaltung und Austausch. Diese außergewöhnlichen 
und engagierten Produktionen werden international wahrgenommen und vielfach 
ausgezeichnet. Unter anderem mit dem UNESCO-Preis Welthorizont oder dem ECHO-Klassik. 
Aber auch die Dresdner und Dresdnerinnen können ihr Orchester regelmäßig erleben. In 
Dresden-Prohlis stehen 2020 Alphörner, Tuben und Trompeten auf Hochhäusern und 
machen das Wohnquartier zum Konzertsaal. Eine innovative technische Lösung sorgt dafür, 
dass nahe und weit entfernte Schallquellen gleichzeitig beim Publikum ankommen.  
 
Technologie als Werkzeug, um Menschen zu verbinden, spielt bei den Dresdner Sinfoniker 
eine wichtige Rolle. Schon beim Ersten Ferndirigat der Welt wurde 2008 das Orchester von der 
Projektion des via Satellitzugeschalteten Dirigenten geleitet. Aktuell geplant ist ein 
europaweites Konzert, das Musiker und Musikerinnen, von Griechenland, Estland bis 
Spanien, mittels ultraschneller Übertragungstechnik zusammenbringt. ‘There areno limits‘ 
könnte das Motto der Dresdner Sinfoniker sein. Hinter dem Horizont gibt es Neues zu 
entdecken. 
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The Athens State Orchestra is the oldest orchestral ensemble in Greece.  

Since its foundation in late 19th century, the Athens State Orchestra has offered the Greek public 
the opportunity to engage with the masterpieces of the international repertoire, while at the same 
time serving as the foremost exponent of contemporary Greek compositional output. It maintains 
a strong presence in the country’s cultural life, presenting more than fifty concerts annually. In 
addition to Athens, it regularly performs in many cities throughout Greece, as well as in major 
concert halls and festivals abroad. Of particular importance is its educational and social work, 
carried out both in Athens and in many cities across the Greek provinces. 

Distinguished conductors—including Richard Strauss, Weingartner, Knappertsbusch, Walter, 
Mitropoulos, Jochum, Markevitch, Maazel, Kraus, Temirkanov, Plasson, Ashkenazy, and 
Fedoseyev—as well as leading soloists such as Rubinstein, Kempff, Cortot, Kreisler, Thibaud, 
Casals, Repin, Kremer, Rostropovich, Brendel, Barenboim, Argerich, Leonskaja, Kavakos, 
Lugansky, Trifonov, and Pletnev, have collaborated with the Orchestra throughout its long history. 

Past Music Directors of the Orchestra include Filoktitis Oikonomidis, Theodoros Vavagiannis, 
Andreas Paridis, Manos Hadjidakis, Giannis Ioannidis, Alexandros Symeonidis, Aris Garoufalidis, 
Byron Fidetzis, Vassilis Christopoulos, and Stefanos Tsialis. Since October 2020, the Music 
Director of the Athens State Orchestra has been Lukas Karytinos. 



    

That is the !rm belief of the Brussels Philharmonic. As a 
symphony orchestra founded in 1935 under the auspices 
of the Belgian public broadcaster, unveiling the symphonic 
world as best we can is deeply rooted in our DNA. 

We aim to bridge tradition and innovation, breathing new 
life into orchestral music. By honoring the past while 
boldly shaping the future, we keep the symphonic music 
of the past, present and future relevant and inspiring — for 
ourselves and all of society. 

We do this from the historic Studio 4 at Flagey in the heart 
of eclectic Brussels, together with our music director 
Kazushi Ono and principal guest conductor Ilan Volkov: 
they share our open and adventurous spirit and our rock-
solid belief in the need for crossfertilization between art, 
life and society.

“THE WORLD NEEDS SYMPHONIC MUSIC. 
AND SYMPHONIC MUSIC NEEDS 
THE WORLD.”

“MUSIC IS SOMETHING 
THAT TAKES US TO OTHER WORLDS, 

OTHER DIMENSIONS.”
KAZUSHI ONO

“TRUST THE COMPOSERS, 
THE PERFORMERS… AND YOURSELF! 

IT OFTEN LEADS TO EXCITING AND
TRANSFORMATIVE EXPERIENCES.”

ILAN VOLKOV

BRUSSELSPHILHARMONIC.BE
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An internationally acclaimed professional choir 
from the Czech Republic 

 
EXCELLENCE IN CHORAL SOUND · INTERNATIONAL 

PRESENCE · MUSICAL PASSION 

The Czech Philharmonic Choir Brno 
is one of Europe’s renowned professional choirs. Its distinctive, 

homogeneous and expressive sound, exceptional technical 
precision and outstanding stylistic versatility make it a sought-
after partner for leading orchestras, conductors, opera houses 

and festivals. 
Founded in 1990 by Petr Fiala, the choir continues to work under 

his artistic leadership. Since the 2026/27 season, he has been 
supported by second choirmaster Eduard Kostelník. 

 

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES 
The choir regularly collaborates with leading international 

conductors and orchestras, including Kiril Petrenko, Sir Simon 
Rattle, Zubin Mehta, Jakub Hrůša, Andris Nelsons, Iván 

Fischer, Manfred Honeck, Yannick Nézet-Séguin, Dennis 
Russell Davies, Eliahu Inbal, Marek Janowski, John Axelrod, 

Joana Mallwitz and Marcus Bosch. 
Major festivals and concert institutions with which the choir has 

collaborated include the Salzburg Easter Festival, Baden-
Baden Easter Festival, Rheingau Music Festival, Grafenegg 

Festival, Heidenheim Opera Festival, Gstaad Menuhin 
Festival, Prague Spring International Music Festival and 

Musikverein Vienna. 

 
 
 

 
 

For many years, the choir has served as the resident choir of the 
Heidenheim Opera Festival, regularly participating in major 

international opera and concert productions. 
 

CURRENT PROJECTS 2026/27 
Highlights include Janáček’s Jenůfa and Beethoven’s Symphony 

No. 9 with the Bamberg Symphony Orchestra under Jakub 
Hrůša, Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 with Iván Fischer and the 

Budapest Festival Orchestra, as well as an international 
European tour featuring Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9. 

 
In 2027, further highlights will include productions at the 

Heidenheim Opera Festival under Marcus Bosch, 
alongside additional international engagements  

in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 

 
REPERTOIRE 

The repertoire ranges from oratorios, sacred and symphonic 
choral music to major opera productions.  

A particular focus is placed on the works of Leoš Janáček and 
the broader Czech repertoire. 

 
AWARDS 

ECHO Klassik – Ensemble of the Year (2007) 
ECHO Klassik – Recording of the Year (2007) 

German Record Critics’ Award (2009) 
Classic Prague Awards – 

Vocal Performance of the Year (2019) 
Opernwelt – nomination for “Choir of the Year” 

OPUS KLASSIK – Opera Recording of the Year 2025 
 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 

“Zarqa” – world premiere in Riyadh  
with the Dresden Sinfoniker,  

Dame Sarah Connolly  
and Daniele Finzi Pasca. 

Wagner’s Tannhäuser at the Salzburg Easter Festival, 
conducted by Andris Nelsons, 

with Jonas Kaufmann in the title role. 
 

PROFILE 
✓ founded in 1990 

✓ Artistic Director Petr Fiala 
✓ Second Choirmaster Eduard Kostelník 

✓ professional ensemble 
✓ international activities 

✓ Opera · Oratorio · Symphonic repertoire 
 

 



erso.ee      erso.tv

erso@erso.ee

erso.ee

ERSO

Estonian National  
Symphony Orchestra

Estonian National  
Symphony Orchestra

Estonian National  
Symphony Orchestra

D I D  Y O U  K N O W
· The Estonian National Symphony Orchestra 
welcomes audiences to the Estonia Concert Hall 
every Friday. Performances are also available via live 
video broadcasts on ERSO.TV and on Klassikaraadio.

· The orchestra loves stepping out of the concert 
hall. Their hit series, “Audio Spa”, takes you on a 
late-night musical journey in unusual venues. The 
repertoire covers meditative and atmospheric music 
by Aphex Twin, Arvo Pärt, Philip Glass, and others.

· ERSO is also active in drama theatre projects, most 
recently with the Shakespeare-inspired Macbeth, 
where the entire orchestra was on stage, performing 
the music of Lepo Sumera.

· Since February 2022, every ERSO concert has 
opened with the Ukrainian national anthem, in 
tribute to Ukraine’s fight for freedom.

· Women have been part of the orchestra since its 
early years and now make up roughly half of the 
ensemble.

· ERSO’s musicians are active chamber performers. 
November 2018 saw a record achievement as the 
orchestra’s players gave 100 concerts throughout 
Estonia in just one week.



The orchestra has graced the stages of the Vienna 
Musikverein (Golden Hall), the Brucknerhaus Linz, 
Berlin Konzerthaus, New York’s Avery Fisher 
Hall (now David Geffen Hall), Cologne Philhar-
monie, Helsinki Musiikkitalo, and Stockholm’s 
Berwaldhallen, among many others.

R E C O R D I N G S
Throughout its history, ERSO has recorded 
a vast repertoire of Estonian music and 
symphonic masterpieces. In recent 
decades, the orchestra has collabo-
rated with distinguished labels such as 
Chandos, BIS, Onyx, and Ondine. Its 
recordings have garnered numerous 
accolades, most notably a Grammy 
Award in 2004 (conducted by 
Paavo Järvi).

E D U C A T I O N
ERSO takes an active role in 
audience development. Each 
year, a special event is held for 
children born during the 2015 
Year of Music, featuring a 
program tailored to their age. 
The orchestra's educational 
mornings and concerts for 
schools remain consist-
ently popular.

B I O G R A P H Y
The Estonian National Symphony Orchestra (ERSO) is 
Estonia’s largest, oldest, and most prominent musical 
ensemble, celebrating its 100th anniversary in late 
2026. Throughout the decades and across three 
different political eras, the orchestra has remained a 
steadfast champion of high musical ideals.

ERSO’s origins trace back to an ensemble formed 
at Estonian Radio, which in the early days of broad-
casting performed live musical interludes between 
programs. By 1945, this radio ensemble had evolved 
into a full-scale symphony orchestra.

Today’s ERSO is a vibrant, versatile, and world-class 
orchestra that maintains a close connection with its 
audience. Through its extensive discography, radio 
and television broadcasts, and annual international 
tours, ERSO serves as one of the most vital cultural 
ambassadors for Estonia on the global stage.

C O N D U C T O R S
ERSO comprises approximately one hundred musi-
cians. Since 2020, the orchestra’s Chief Conductor 
and Artistic Director has been Olari Elts, with Paavo 
Järvi serving as Artistic Adviser and Neeme Järvi as 
Honorary Chief Conductor for Life.

The  o rches t ra  has 
collaborated with many 
of the world’s most 
renowned musicians. In 
1937, ERSO was conducted 
by Igor Stravinsky, one of the 
most influential composers 
of the 20th century. Over the 
decades, the orchestra has 
been led by such conducting 
luminaries as Kurt Masur, Paavo 
Berglund, Gennady Rozhdest-
vensky, Evgeny Mravinsky, Mariss 
Jansons, Sir Neville Marriner, Hannu 
Lintu, Mikko Franck, Yan Pascal 
Tortelier, Jun Märkl, and Reinhard 
Goebel.

S O L O I S T S
ERSO has performed with legendary 
soloists, including pianists Emil Gilels and 
Sviatoslav Richter, violinist David Oistrakh, 
and the great cellist Mstislav Rostropovich. 
In recent decades, this tradition of excel-
lence has continued with acclaimed soloists 
such as percussionist Dame Evelyn Glennie, 
baritone Thomas Hampson, violinist Isabelle 
Faust, and cellists Steven Isserlis and Truls 
Mørk, among many others.

T O U R S
ERSO has toured extensively in Europe, the Amer-
icas, and Asia, performing at renowned international 
festivals. Key highlights include a landmark debut 
tour of the United Kingdom in 2023; performances 
in Linz, Vienna, and Prague in 2024 under the baton 
of Olari Elts; a Southern European tour in 2025 with 
concerts in Bregenz and Ljubljana; and an upcoming 
tour of Austria in 2026, featuring performances 
in Graz, Innsbruck, and  Salzburg.



Universität Mozarteum Salzburg Mirabellplatz 1, 5020 Salzburg, Austria moz.ac.at

Universität Mozarteum Salzburg

Die Universität Mozarteum ist eine international ausgerichtete Kunstuniversität mit 
einer einzigartigen Verbindung von künstlerischer Ausbildung, Forschung und 
Pädagogik. Gegründet 1841 im Namen Wolfgang Amadeus Mozarts, bietet sie heute 
mehr als 2.000 Studierenden aus aller Welt ein breites Spektrum an Studien- 
möglichkeiten in Musik, Schauspiel, Regie, Bühnenbild, Musik-, Tanz- und Kunst-
vermittlung sowie Open Arts. An den Standorten Salzburg und Innsbruck !nden 
jährlich mehr als 700 ö"entliche Veranstaltungen statt.

Mit ihrer internationalen Vernetzung und ihrem interdisziplinären Pro!l versteht  
sich die Universität Mozarteum als Ort, an dem künstlerische Praxis, Wissenschaft, 
Pädagogik und neue Technologien miteinander in Dialog treten. Das Projekt 
„Europasinfonie“ knüpft unmittelbar an diesen Anspruch an: Es verbindet  
musikalische Exzellenz mit neuen Formen europäischer Zusammenarbeit und  
digitaler Musikpraxis.

Mozarteum Lab Choir

Für die „Europasinfonie“ stellt die Universität Mozarteum den Mozarteum Lab Choir 
zusammen – ein eigens für das Projekt gebildetes Ensemble aus Gesang-
studierenden. Der Chor verbindet hohe vokale und chorsängerische Qualität mit  
der experimentellen Auseinandersetzung mit digitalen und vernetzten Formen  
des gemeinsamen Musizierens.

Künstlerisch und pädagogisch geleitet wird das Projekt von Univ.-Prof. Dr. Heike 
Henning, Professorin für Instrumental- und Gesangspädagogik. Der Lab Choir  
baut dabei auch auf den Erfahrungen des Erasmus+-Forschungsprojekts  
Choir@Home (2022–2024) auf, in dem die Möglichkeiten des gemeinsamen Singens  
in virtuellen Räumen untersucht wurden.

Die Universität Mozarteum bringt damit ihre besondere Expertise in Gesang, Chor-
pädagogik, künstlerischer Forschung und Musikvermittlung in dieses europäische 
Netzwerk-Projekt ein. U
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NO BORDERS
ORCHESTRA

No Borders Orchestra is a symphony orchestra comprised
of excellent professional musicians from the Western
Balkans. It grew out of the desire to create a regional
cross-border symphony orchestra, one that delivers the
highest artistic quality and calls for a new kind of
communication. The NBO project rests on two main
foundations: music and society. All NBO performances
successfully balance musical excellence with a
comprehensive awareness of society.

Established in 2012 both in Belgrade and in Berlin, NBO is a
non-governmental organization whose goal is to initiate
positive social development through the power of
reconciliation and creative collaboration. By seeking ways to
deconstruct and transform communities, by advocating
positive change and by engaging societies to become more
inclusive, intercultural, democratic and open, NBO serves as
a platform for overcoming nationalism, racism, xenophobia,
homophobia and the bloody legacy of the past in the
Western Balkan region and beyond.

The founder and artistic director of NBO is Belgrade born,
Berlin based conductor Premil Petrovi■.

NBO asks the question: “What is the artistic and social
significance of a symphony orchestra in the twenty-first
century?” Its activity so far offers some possible answers.

NBO has had numerous concerts at the leading festivals in
the Balkan region, as well as touring and receiving rave
reviews at Wiener Festwochen in Vienna,
Kunstenfestivaldesarts in Brussels, Festival d'Automne in
Paris, Operadagen in Rotterdam, Festival de Marseille,
Brisbane Festival, Festival in Gwangju, Macao Arts Festival
as well as in Barbican in London, Kampnagel in Hamburg,
Radialsystem and Berghain in Berlin, Megaron in Athens,
Lisbon, Toulouse, Strasbourg etc.

With “Balkan Season” No Borders Orchestra has been
touring throughout the Western Balkans and across Europe
every year since 2018, presenting its music and its
message.

NBO has signed an exclusive recording agreement with
Universal Music with the first album “The Opening” being
released under Deutsche Grammophon in March 2015.

The release of NBO's new album “Turning Point” is set for
2027.

www.nobordersorchestra.org



Founded in 1993, the Orchestra Sinfonica di Milano is today 
recognised as one of Italy’s most prestigious orchestras. Following 
its founder Vladimir Delman, its Music Directors have included 
Riccardo Chailly (1999–2005), Zhang Xian (2009–2016) and Claus 
Peter Flor (2017–2022); since the 2024/25 season, Emmanuel 
Tjeknavorian has served as Music Director, receiving the 2025 
Abbiati Award for “Best Conductor”. 

Its history has been marked by collaborations with 
world-renowned conductors such as C.M. Giulini, P. Maag, G. 
Prêtre, R. Muti, V. Gergiev, D. Gatti, H. Blomstedt and Sir N. 
Marriner. Among the soloists it has hosted are M. Rostropovich, M. 
Argerich, S. Accardo, S. Isserlis, J. Bell, R. Buchbinder, I. Faust, V. 
Mullova and V. Repin. 

With an extensive concert schedule, the Orchestra performs 
regularly in Milan and at major international festivals, with tours 
throughout Europe, Japan, Russia and South America. Recent 
engagements include concerts in Spain, Portugal and at the 
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam (2022), at the Rheingau Festival 
and Kissinger Sommer (2023 and 2024), and, in 2026, at the 
Grosses Festspielhaus in Salzburg and the Musikverein in Graz, 
conducted by Emmanuel Tjeknavorian. 

With a strong focus on contemporary culture, the Orchestra 
promotes new creations, artistic crossovers and social inclusion 
projects. It has released more than thirty CDs on labels including 
Deutsche Grammophon, Decca, Sony, EMI and RCA. Its most 
recent release, Menotti: Orchestral Discoveries, conducted by 
Francesco Ciluffo, continues its exploration and rediscovery of 
twentieth-century Italian music. 

Since 1998, it has collaborated regularly with the Coro Sinfonico di 
Milano, founded by Romano Gandolfi. In 2023, it created the 
“Festival Mahler” to celebrate the Orchestra’s thirtieth anniversary 
and the Choir’s twenty-fifth, receiving the 2024 Abbiati Award. 
Since 1999, its home has been the Auditorium di Milano 
Fondazione Cariplo. The Orchestra is supported by the Italian 
Ministry of Culture, Regione Lombardia, the Municipality of Milan 
and Fondazione Cariplo. 

Emmanuel Tjeknavorian has served as Music Director of the 
Orchestra Sinfonica di Milano since September 2024. Under his 
leadership, the orchestra has greatly expanded its international 
profile and touring activity, with performances throughout Italy 
complemented by recent appearances in Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland, including at the Großes Festspielhaus in Salzburg, 
KKL Lucerne and the Rheingau Music Festival. 

Alongside his work in Milan, in the 2026/27 season Emmanuel 
Tjeknavorian makes his debut at the Teatro dell’Opera di Roma 
conducting Le nozze di Figaro in Claus Guth’s production.
His orchestral debuts include engagements with the Houston 
Symphony, Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, Hong Kong 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Gulbenkian Orchestra, Filarmonica Teatro 

Orchestra Sinfonica
di Milano

Emmanuel Tjeknavorian,
Music Director 

 © Angelica Concari

MEET EMMANUEL TJEKNAVORIAN
AN EXCLUSIVE VIDEO PORTRAIT OF OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

SEASON BROCHURE 2026/27 

INTERSEZIONI SERIES

POPS SERIES 

DISCOVERY
AUDITORIUM DI MILANO

Largo Gustav Mahler, 20136 - Milan, Italy
sinfonicadimilano.org

Regio Torino, Orchestre national de Lyon, Orchestra del Teatro La 
Fenice in Venice, Dallas Symphony Orchestra, NDR 
Radiophilharmonie, Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale di Santa 
Cecilia, Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra at the Concertgebouw, 
and the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra. He also returns to the 
Grazer Philharmoniker, Danish National Symphony Orchestra, 
SWR Symphonieorchester, Bremer Philharmoniker, Antwerp 
Symphony Orchestra, and Gürzenich-Orchester Köln. 

In the 2025/26 season, Tjeknavorian made his critically acclaimed 
operatic debut at the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino with Un ballo in 
maschera. In summer 2026, he also made his debut with the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic and returned to conduct the Orchestra 
Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI at the Ravello Festival. Engagements 
in previous seasons have included appearances with the 
Filarmonica della Scala, Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra, Dresdner Philharmonie, 
hr-Sinfonieorchester Frankfurt, Wiener Symphoniker, 
Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin, Luzerner Sinfonieorchester, 
Orchestra della Toscana, Orquesta Sinfónica de RTVE, Malmö 
Symphony Orchestra, and Orchestre Philharmonique de 
Monte-Carlo. He also conducted the ORF 
Radio-Symphonieorchester Wien in a concert performance of 
Johann Strauss’s operetta Die Fledermaus at the Graz Musikverein. 

Before embarking on his conducting career, Tjeknavorian 
established an international reputation as a violinist, performing in 
many of the world’s most prestigious concert halls alongside 
leading musicians of our time. He plays an Antonio Stradivari violin 
(Cremona, 1698), generously loaned to him by a patron of the 
Beare’s International Violin Society. 

A recipient of the prestigious Abbiati Prize and an OPUS Klassik 
Award, Emmanuel Tjeknavorian has released several recordings as 
both violinist and conductor. Since 2017, he has hosted the monthly 
radio programme “Der Klassik-Tjek” on Vienna’s Radio Klassik 
Stephansdom. Through conversations about classical music with 
prominent figures from a wide range of fields, the programme 
reflects his passion for finding new ways to make music accessible 
to a broader audience. He is also actively involved in numerous 
projects supporting and nurturing young musicians. For several 
years, he has maintained a close collaboration with the Deutsche 
Streicherphilharmonie, the leading string ensemble of Germany’s 
music schools. 

https://youtu.be/iO3Adt58u44?si=KOxue9cBL4JP-VJx
https://indd.adobe.com/view/211b83b3-0d24-4ac6-9f53-b5e1a40ec71f
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/storage.laverdi.org/www/allegati_documenti/6aad0d7f16cc3_260916_OSM_Intersezioni_Pieghevole.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/storage.laverdi.org/www/allegati_documenti/6aad0dc5587d3_POPs_Series_2026_27.pdf
https://sinfonicadimilano.org/en/discovery
https://sinfonicadimilano.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sinfonicadimilano/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.instagram.com/sinfonica_mi/
https://www.facebook.com/Sinfonica.mi
https://www.youtube.com/user/FondazioneVerdi


P R E S S   K I T EUROPASINFONIE  ·  COMPOSERS' COMPETITION

Orquesta Sinfónica de Madrid
Orquesta Titular del Teatro Real  ·  Founded 1903  ·  Madrid, Spain

Spain's oldest symphony orchestra and one of the twelve partner ensembles of the Europasinfonie project,
contributing its bassoon section to the pan-European real-time orchestra that will premiere the winning works of
the Composers' Competition on 18 June 2027 in Dresden.

Est. 1903 120+ years 100+ musicians · 20+ nationalities Resident Orchestra, Teatro Real

Orquesta Sinfónica de Madrid
www.osm.es

Europasinfonie — “Twelve Countries. One Orchestra.”
www.europasinfonie.eu

Project press contact
presse@dresdner-sinfoniker.de

Europasinfonie is co-funded by the European Union — Creative Europe Programme (EACEA).

About the Orchestra
Founded by its own musicians in December 1903, the Orquesta 
Sinfónica de Madrid (OSM) gave its inaugural concert at the Teatro 
Real on 7 February 1904 under conductor Alonso Cordelás. A fruitful 
three-decade partnership with principal conductor Enrique Fernández 
Arbós followed, during which guest podiums were shared with figures 
such as Richard Strauss and Igor Stravinsky; Sergei Prokofiev 
premiered his Second Violin Concerto with the orchestra in 1935.

In 1981 the OSM became resident orchestra of the Teatro de la 
Zarzuela and revived its purely symphonic activity, notably through its 
own annual concert cycle at the Auditorio Nacional de Música. Since 
1997 it has served as Orquesta Titular of the Teatro Real, led by chief 
conductors including Luis Antonio García Navarro, Jesús López Cobos 
and Ivor Bolton, and guest maestros such as Kurt Sanderling, Krzysztof 
Penderecki and Mstislav Rostropóvich. From the 2025/26 season the 
music director is Gustavo Gimeno, with Nicola Luisotti as Director 
Emeritus.

Governed as a musicians' cooperative and drawing over 100 players 
from more than twenty nationalities, the OSM was recognised, as part 
of the Teatro Real, with the Best Opera Company award at the 2020/21 
International Opera Awards.

KEY FACTS
FOUNDED
1903 · first concert 7 Feb 1904,
Teatro Real

STATUS
Orquesta Titular (resident orchestra)
of the Teatro Real since 1997

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Gustavo Gimeno (from 2025/26)
Nicola Luisotti, Director Emeritus

ENSEMBLE
100+ musicians, 20+ nationalities;
self-governed musicians' cooperative

NOTABLE HISTORY
3-decade collaboration with Enrique
Fernández Arbós; guest podiums for
R. Strauss & Stravinsky; Prokofiev's
Violin Concerto No. 2 premiere, 1935

RECOGNITION
Best Opera Company,
Int'l Opera Awards 2020/21

WEBSITE
www.osm.es

OSM'S ROLE ON EUROPASINFONIE
Section: Bassoons

One of twelve partner orchestras and choirs performing together in real time, connected by ultra-low-latency network 
technology for the Europasinfonie premiere



Press
Ms. Csilla Szabo
Head of communication team
press@pfz.hu
+36 30 | 222 7992

TWELVE COUNTRIES. ONE ORCHESTRA.
HUNGARY — PÉCS

PANNON PHILHARMONIC
FRENCH HORNS

The Europasinfonie project is funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 
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„It is an incredibly great honour and privilege to perform in a concert hall like the Kodály Centre.” 
Gilbert Varga

The hidden treasure
Kodály Centre: the best acoustics in Hungary
National Orchestra
Chief conductor: Gergely Kesselyák
Permanent conductor: András Vass
First permanent guest conductor: Tibor Bogányi
Director: Zsolt Horváth

The Resident Orchestra

Pannon Philharmonic, which turned 215 in 2026, is one of the leading symphony orchestras in Hungary. It is the holder of the Na-
tional Orchestra title and the resident ensemble of the Kodály Centre in Pécs and the Franjo Krežma Concert Hall in Osijek. The 
ensemble has been present at Müpa in Budapest with its Pannon Series since the building opened, and it also presents a series 
at the Musikverein in Vienna. Prestigious artists from the international music scene are regular partners of the ensemble. The orc-
hestra has performed in the halls of most important European capitals, from Zurich through Vienna to the Grand Hall of the Berlin 
Philharmonie. With its own Festival Choir, the orchestra is also worthy of an international award in Baroque music. The director of 
the orchestra is Zsolt Horváth, a trumpeter and economist, graduate of the Vienna Academy of Music and the University of Pécs. 
The orchestra’s chief conductor is the Liszt Award-winning conductor and opera director Gergely Kesselyák. The ensemble’s $rst 
permanent guest conductor was the chief music director of the National Philharmonic, Zoltán Kocsis, until 2016.

Pannon Filharmonikusok | Pannon Philharmonic
Magyarország | Hungary

7622 Pécs, Breuer Marcell sétány 4.
Web: www.pfz.hu

Youtube: www.youtube.com/user/pannonphilharmonic

AMBASSADOR OF QUALITY
RESIDENT ORCHESTRA | KODÁLY CENTRE PÉCS | HUNGARY

Youth concerts for all ages
120 MUSICIANS

PFZ Children’s Choir
50 PFZ FESTIVAL CHOIR SINGERS

Opera, crossover, contemporary
100 CONCERTS

Festivals, international tours

Concert Management
Ms. Réka Balog 

International executive & chief programme manager
projekt@pfz.hu

+36 20 | 449 8513



Founded in 1984, Sinfonia Varsovia is one of
Poland’s leading orchestras, renowned
internationally for its artistic excellence and
commitment to making classical music
accessible through concerts, education, and
social programmes. The orchestra performs
with some of the world’s most distinguished
conductors and soloists, regularly appearing
at prestigious venues and festivals wordwide.
In 2026, Sinfonia Varsovia opened the first
stage of its new home in Warsaw, creating a
vibrant cultural hub that combines artistic
excellence with community engagement.
Future plans include a 1,877-seat concert
hall, which will become the largest dedicated
concert venue in Poland and a major
landmark for music and culture in the region.

Julia Morgan

 SINFONIA VARSOVIA- 
ONE OF POLAND’S LEADING ORCHESTRAS

AND A CULTURAL INSTITUTION OF WARSAW


